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February 26, 2018 
 
 
The Honorable Thad Cochran    The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Chairman      Vice-Chairman and Ranking Member 
United States Senate     United States Senate 
Appropriations Committee    Appropriations Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen   The Honorable Nita M. Lowey 
Chairman      Ranking Member 
United States House of Representatives   United States House of Representatives 
Appropriations Committee    Appropriations Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
RE: Support for IRS Funding to Support Taxpayer Service and Implement Tax Reform Legislation  
 
Dear Chairs and Ranking Members: 
 
On behalf of the Committee on Taxation of the California Society of CPAs (CalCPA), we join the American 
Institute of CPAs (AICPA)1, the Texas Society of CPAs (TSCPA)2, and other leaders in the CPA profession who 
have previously commented to respectfully urge Congress to ensure that the Department of the Treasury 
(Treasury) and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) have sufficient resources to provide taxpayers and tax 
practitioners with accurate guidance, timely assistance and high-quality service. These are critical aspects of 
core IRS functions that will be especially important in-light of the recent overhaul of federal tax laws.  
 
With more than 44,000 members, CalCPA represents the CPA profession working in large, medium and 
small public accounting firms; as well as businesses and industries throughout California. CalCPA’s 
Committee on Taxation works to provide up-to-date information and guidance to members on tax laws, 
programs and regulations. The Committee also reviews and responds to proposed tax legislation, 
regulations and revenue rulings that could impact tax practitioners and the taxpayers they represent.   
 
The Treasury and the IRS will be faced with the task of effectively and efficiently implementing the new 
federal tax laws. Such complex and material changes to the IRS code require the development of 
regulations, guidance, and new publications. They also bring logistical challenges to reprogram computer 
and software systems, modify or create new tax forms, develop new internal procedures, and manage a 
flood of taxpayer inquiries. Further, the IRS will need to adequately train and hire qualified staff to facilitate 
these changes. These undertakings will be in addition to already added new duties such as dealing with 
identity theft, cryptocurrencies, and tax relief from natural disasters such as recent California fires, floods 

                                                 
1 https://www.aicpa.org/content/dam/aicpa/advocacy/tax/downloadabledocuments/aicpa-pub-l-no-115-97-house-and-

senate-letter-wguidance-request.pdf 

 
2 https://www.tscpa.org/docs/default-source/comment-letters/federal-tax-policy/2018/letter-to-congress-on-irs-funding-

feb-2018.pdf?sfvrsn=2 
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and mudslides. To successfully accomplish these objectives, the IRS will need adequate resources and 
support from Congress. 
 
These changes will also need to come quickly. Even though many of the new tax laws will not take effect 
until next tax season, many taxpayers are in need of clear guidance now. Taxpayers and tax practitioners 
are already taking into account aspects of the new federal tax changes that could impact their 2017 tax 
obligations. They need clear guidance on how new laws will be implemented, interpreted, and executed so 
that they can make informed decisions for this year with regards to entity structure, retirements, 
withholdings and elections, and other tax planning issues. Congressional support and resources will again 
be critical in assisting in the timely development of the necessary guidance and outreach to taxpayers.  
 
Moreover, IRS taxpayer services must continue to be enhanced and modernized to efficiently handle a 
significant spike in taxpayer interactions. When a taxpayer or their representative interacts with IRS staff, 
having the ability to speak with knowledgeable and empowered staff who can provide timely, accurate and 
substantive responses to their inquiries will prevent later complications and unnecessary delays. Through 
no fault of the IRS staff, this becomes increasingly more challenging as IRS staff is regularly asked to do 
more with less. As budget allocations for the Treasury and the IRS are considered, we urge Congress to 
allocate sufficient resources necessary for the IRS to realistically achieve the level of service that is desired 
by Congress and expected by the taxpaying public.  
 
During a period of extensive tax law changes, and going forward, Congress should ensure that Treasury and 
the IRS have the ability and resources to provide detailed guidance, timely assistance and high-quality 
service to taxpayers and tax practitioners. For the CPA profession, and the taxpayers they serve, thank you 
for your attention to this important issue and please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any 
questions.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Gina DeRosa, CPA    Stuart R. Josephs, CPA 
Chair, Committee on Taxation   Chair, Federal Subcommittee, Committee on Taxation  
California Society of CPAs   California Society of CPAs 
 
 
 
cc: Members of the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee 
 Members of the U.S. House Appropriations Committee 
 Members of the U.S. Senate Finance Committee 
 Members of the U.S. House Ways and Means Committee 

California Members of U.S. Congress 
 Thomas Barthold, Chief of Staff, the Joint Committee on Taxation 
 The Honorable Steven Mnuchin, Treasury Secretary 

The Honorable David Kautter, Acting Commissioner of Internal Revenue Service 
 Nina E. Olson, National Taxpayer Advocate, Internal Revenue Service 
 
 


